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is contained In a volume not much larger than 
an ordinary spelling-book. By this method the 
pupil learns to speak and pronounce correctly by 
imitation, in the same manner as a child learns 
its mother-tongue— Idiomatically, without any 
thought of or necessity for rules of grammatical 
construction. 

5. Learners take their lessons conversationally, 
and are enabled by an easy, simple, interesting, 
and attractive series of lessons, to converse in 
French from the very first. All sentences are 
clearly and intelligibly arranged in questions and 

- answers, embracing all parte of speech, including 
general as well as particular rules of grammar in 
tbeir construction — all in Idiomatic phrases and 
familiar conversational forms. I thus succeed in 
teaching my pupils at the same time to speak, 
read, and write the French language fluently, in- 
telligently, and interestingly, and 1 have demon- 
strated by an extensive practical experience that 
a course of 100 lessons easily learned within 
three months, is sufficient to enable an ordinary 
pupil to attain this object 

6. Hitherto the French language has been 
taught by such tedious processes that a person, 
after wasting years in painful study, is never able 

. to constructand properly speak a single idiomatic 
senteuce, but is almost invariably confined to 
reading and translating, thus securing but small 
practical returns for a great and needless loss oi 
time, effort, and money. 

7i A child always learns the grammar of its 
mother-tongue atter it has first learned by imita- 
tion to speak so much of thelanguageosisnecessary 
to make itself understood, the rules and reasons 
for a grammatical arrangement and construction 
of words and sentences being taught at a more 
advanced stage of its education. Itijtho construc- 
tion of my system I adopt this natural method, 
and thus enable the learner to avoid almost end;, 
less entanglements in grammatical rules and ex- 
ception of rules, and exceptions of exceptions. 

In order to impart the tUll benllts of my system, 
I advocate tho employment of thoroughly edu- 
cated instructors; so that the pupil, in fact, 
learns the language at the same time idiomati- 
cally and grammatically by imitation. 

I have examined over GOO grammars, and all 
mcthodsof instruction hitherto employed, and have 
perfected and simplified this system of teaching the 
French language, until it is difficult to conceive of 
anvthing more simple, comprehensive, concise, or 
efficient for the purpose iutended. In conclusion, 
permit me to say, hundreds of educated persons, 
moving in tlie higher walks of society in England, 
who had studied the French language for years, 
and could read and translate it perfectly, but 
Could not speak it, have boon taught by this sys- 
tem to speak fluently and correctly within three 
months. 

A still larger number of persons who had never 
studied the French language at all, have been 
taught by this system with fully equal if not bet- 
ter results. As a general thing, I prefer pupils 
who know nothiug of the grammar of the lan- 
guage, a fact which indicates the eminent adapt- 
ability of the system to the needs of your admira- 
ble Public Schools and other institutions of learn- 
ing, as well as for private teaching. 

Believing that this system would be best appre- 
ciated in a country of grand ideas and rapid tran- 
sitions, I determined to bring it here and submit 
it to the test of the most exacting critical judg- 
ment, under the conviction that it is the most 
perfect method yet devised to quickly impart a 
corroct practical speaking knowledge ot the 
"Diplomatic Language,'' to the great body of 
the people. 

>> » » t 

DRAMATIC KEVIEW. 

"Don Cscsar de Bazan" -was produced at 
Wallack's on Tuesday, 1 7th hist., with new scen- 
ery, costumes, great cast, full and efficient cho- 
rus and ballet, and all the other perquisites of a 
real old-fashioned Wallack revival. The scen- 
ery is excellent though not all new, tho Market 
Place in the first act is particularly noticeable, 
not only for the excellence of the scene, but for 



some of the groupings, which are really artistic. 
The . saloon, in the second act, is one of those 
rich and beautiful inteiiors which can be seen 
only at Wallack's ; somehow there is a natural- 
ness and vraisemblance in all the interiors at 
this theater that it is next to impossible to find 
at any other establishment in tho city ; you feel 
as if you were in a real, actual room, and not 
one made of canvass. The last scene is the 
worst in the whole play, it is an old scene tin- 
kered into a new form, and is not worthy of its 
beautiful associates. 

Now for the acting. The bright particular 
star of the performance is Lester, who, as Don 
Ctesar, presents a most delicious piece of acting. 
He appears to have caught the entire spirit of 
the part, and gives us a rollicking, dare devil 
picture of the ruined Don, which is wonderfully 
true and lifelike. The gentleman appears to 
have regained all his old brightness and vivac- 
ity, and reminds one of the time when he was 
wont to convulse the house with his quiet aiid 
irresistible humor; in the last scene with the 
King this was particularly noticeable, and car- 
ried away the whole house in quite a furore of 
delight ; in fact, the whole performance is ad- 
mirable, and deserves the highest encomiums 
that can bo lavished upon it. In strong contrast 
to Lester's Don Csesar is Mr. Ringgold's Don 
Jose, a more thoroughly melodramatic and ex- 
aggerated piece of acting I think I never saw. 
Messrs. Gilbert and Fisher made as much as pos- 
sibly could be made of the small parts assigned 
them. MissHenriques' Montana was very good, 
but lacked -force. Some of the choruses were 
verywell given ; that of the soldiers' in the sec- 
ond act receiving a hearty encore. Taken alto- 
gether, the play may bo considered a great suc- 
cess, and will undoubtedly have a long run. 

" The Three Guardsmen " has been greatly 
improved since its first, performance, and is being 
played nightly to crowded and admiring au- 
diences. 

Mr. Owens has returned to his first love, "Solon 
Shingle," and Mr. Chas. Barras has made 
quite a hit in the "Hypochondriac," a new play 
written by himself. Next week we are to 
to have the redoubtable Menken Mazeppa at the 
Broadway, when will be inaugurated a carnival 
of wild horse, gymnastics, and broad sword 
combat. Oh the Drama I oh the Drama ! , 
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process of preparation for the press. We should 
not wonder if some new sensations were excited 
on the appearance of this book resulting from the 
keen insight, wide experience, caustic temper and 
trenchaut style of the author. 



MUSICAL AND LITERARY REVIEWS. 

We very much regret being compelled to omit 
tho Musical and Literary Reviews prepared for 
this number. The pressure of news has necessa- 
rily thrown them out. 

BOOKS RECEIVED FOR REVIEW. 

From Ticknor tie Melds—" Snow Bound," an 
Idyll, J. G. Whittier " Lucy Arlyn," Trow- 
dridge. Poems, T. B. Aldrich. 

From Putnam, Hard, & Houghton. — "The 
Story of Kennett," Bayard Taylor. " The Let- 
ters of Mozart," translated by Lady Wallace. 

From J. B. ICirker. — " Eva," a Goblin Romance, 
John Savage. 

The Eclectic Medical Review. — We have 
seen the prospectus of a new medical monthly 
bearing the above title which is to make its ap- 
pearance on the first of June next. Dr. Robert S. 
NcwtOn, editor in chief, with Professor Edwin 
Freeman, M. D., and James A. Henshall, M. D., 
associate editors. The Review will be the organ of 
the eclectic medical college of the city of New 
York so far as its curriculum teachings and 
professional policy are concerned. The Eclectic 
Medical Review will be published under the au- 
spices of the American Eclectic Pharmaceutical 
Association of New York, at two dollars a year. 

A' New Book in Prospect.— " The Natural 
History of Inventors with my Experience among 
them," is the proposed title of a now work now .in 



FOREIGN ART NOTES. 

Photographic artists have recently been ex- 
ploring the village of Kiatkha, a frontier town 
of Russian China, on the river Amour. The Chi- 
nese were found enthusiasts in photography. 
Every one wanted his celestial turn rendered by 
the camera. The artists, encouraged by the pro- 
ceeds realized, intend to push their incursions 
into the interior of China. 

The following is an enumeration of the vari- 
ous European general 'art exhibitions that occur 
during the present season. 

Berlin, 2d September. 

La Kaye, 4th June to 4th July. 

La Rochelle, 21st May to 20 June. 

Liege, 2d April to 81st May. 

Lille, 15th July to 1st September, 

London, Royal Academy, 1st May. 

Paris, Institute of Fine Arts, 1st May to 20tU 
June. 

At Limoges there is a CercledeV Union, estab- 
lished for the purpose of purchasing the best 
works of art of current production, the prices of 
which are for the most part beyond the resources 
of individuals. Of how great value would an 
association of this character be in this country, 
not only for the encouragement of genius in art, 
but for the development of the public taste I 
The association might finally, though not imme- 
diately, be self-supporting ; when a worthy at- 
traction of American and Foreign art had been 
once made, the profits from exhibition might be 
sufficient to meet future purchases. 

Some workmen employed upon the ruins of 
the ancient Sagorita, near Valencia, Spain, have 
just discovered an antique stone of great value 
to archaeologists. Upon it is inscribed the name 
of Hannibal ; but the rest of the inscription has 
not yet been deciphered. 

The French Universal Exhibition of 1867 will 
not take the place of the Annual Exhibition of 
Works of Art. The former will be retrospective, 
and will include works executed since 1S55. 

They talk of opening a gallery at Nancy, ex- 
clusively devoted to the works of Claude Lorrain, 
In the center will be placed the bust of the ar- 
tist, and on the walls around copies of his 
most celebrated works, his admirable etchings, 
and the engravings made after his pictures. 

Leopold II, it is said, wishes to make his pal- 
ace the palace Pitti of Belgium, and every day 
he enriches with new acquisitions the gallery 
formed by his father. 

Bonvin, a young French artist, recently died by 
his own hand. His delicate and impressible organ- 
ization rendered it open to all the higher senti- 
ments. Both music and painting captivated him, 
and he had without masters reached wonderful re- 
sults, considering the time he had to devote to 
these arts. To support his family he. kept a res- 
taurant at Plaisance. But the terrible struggle 
between this reality and his dreams was too great 
for his endurance. 

An archaeological congress will be held at London 
in the month of July. 

John Thompson, for many years th<s most dis-' 
tinguished engraver on wood in England, has died. 
The museum of South Kensington owes to him a 
beautiful series of plates forming the complete 
history of engraving on wood. He at his death 
was about eighty-one years old. 

The first number of the new issue of the English 
Fine Arts Quarterly, edited by Mr. B. B. Wood- 
ward, will appear in May. 

Queen Victoria has recently devoted to the Brit- 
ish Museum one of the Roman tombs recently 
found upon the domains of the crown at Windsor. 

The Lords of the Committee of Council of Edu- 
cation of the English Government are about to pro- 



